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It has been the contention of my Council that the* presence on the public
side-walks of other coloured races is equally as obnoxious as that of the native
aboriginal tribes of this country, and with a view to having the law amended
(so far as this Council, is concerned) and made applicable to all coloured races,
the following amendment has been submitted to the Assistant Colonial Secretary
for Local Government to be inserted in the 'Traffic By-laws':
'All coloured persons are prohibited from walking on the side-walks of
any street, or on any stoep1 serving as a side-walk,'
and pointing out that other Municipalities should be in a position to enjoy that
privilege which is in existence in Johannesburg,
The Assistant Colonial Secretary states in reply:
'That the Municipal Corporations Ordinance does not apply to Johan-
nesburg Town Council, who are able to enforce the by-law, we refer to in
regard to the use of the side-walks by coloured persons which is contained in
the old Town Regulations by virtue of the Proclamation under which that
Council is constituted. I regret that I am unable to recommend approval of the
by-law submitted by you since it would be necessary to alter the law to
permit of it being enforced by the Boksburg Council.*
It will thus be seen that all other towns are to be precluded the privilege
of enjoying rights which are in force in Johannesburg simply because that town
still possesses an old Town Regulation which so far has not been repealed.
The necessity for this provision is being urged by my Council for the serious
and immediate attention of the Assistant Colonial Secretary for Local Govern-
ment, and should this contention meet with the support of your Council, our
aim would be perhaps best met by similar representation being made by reso-
lution of your Council.
I thank you in anticipation for your co-operation.
To a certain extent, it is difficult to withhold sympathy -from the
Boksburg Council. They do not want to see any Coloured people on their
foot-paths. Johannesburg possesses the right to prevent all Coloured people
from using them; why should, then, the other Town Councils not be placed
on the same footing as Johannesburg? The position appears to be logical
enough. What has happened is this: Johannesburg, having got a constitution
of its own, does not need to come under the General Corporations Ordinance,
and in the special Ordinance for Johannesburg, the draftsman omitted to
deal with the town regulations of the old regime. When, however, later, the
Municipal Corporations Ordinance was passed, the matter was effectively
dealt with by giving a proper definition to the term "Native". The bolder
and honester policy would certainly have been for the Government to delete
from the Statute-book that portion of the regulation which unnecessarily
subjects Coloured people other than Natives to the indignity; but the
straight course having been rightly or wrongly abandoned, the Town
Councils in the Transvaal, who feel aggrieved that they have been taken
unawares, are now, naturally from their own standpoint, agitating against it.
It is no doubt a difficult position. The only reasonable solution seems to be
that Johannesburg ought to be placed on the same footing as the other Town
Councils in this matter. Then full justice will be done and the other Town
Councils will have to rest content with the powers they have got. It, however,
1 A platform along the front and, sometimes, the sides of a house.